25. 2 
ö 


* 


N 
MON 
lands Funeral. 


*5 


«>. 


TO 


5 — 


AT THE 
i 


FE 


SER 


. 


Duke of R 


as 


4 


* 


” 
24 


oY 


** 
25 
3 


7 
1 


. 
N 


8 
. 


1 K 5 
. 4 9 un, 3. . « I , bs 
be * e } 


* 71 . ö % . - 4 2 [ 
Os.” Wa 142 . . Ne.) 
pope OF Ae ta EIU I 


7 
. 


5 


Fo I rs 


Ir he Hope of Chriftians an Argument 0 
0 2 Jor their Death. 


| Preach'd at the 
FUNERAL 


Of His GRACE 


# 0 H N late Duke of Rutland. 


W HO WAS 


In terr'd at B tegen in Laicefterſhice, 
FEBRUARY 23. 171. 


By HE NRT FEL TON Mo 'D. 
Of — in ws ord. 


— 


— 


—— 


L o D 0 N: 


printed for Jonah Bowyer at the Roſe in Ludgate-Street : : 
And Sold by John Ward Bookſeller in Leiceſter; and 
William Ward Bookſeller in Nottingham. 1711. 


— 2 — 


Ip 
= 


* 
* N 4 8 £65854 £24 WP 
a er bmw + Yes ”” a " *; 
_ x en r e , 
; "TRE "be, > = $I 1 „ Ta 3 3 45 2 
292 | - FEY * R nd * . $A, N - o - 
© 5 R 9 „ ] - 3 5 3 . 
> 7 * * r * 1 « a » Ee \ een \ = 5 > . 1 . : * 
ee 48 5 W M. s : * . 27; «ES . 4 * 5 - 1 ; 
3 8 * * * 25 L 2 . * N. 4 \ » 5 _ 3 — zd . . I» * * $ * 
rs Wc : „ N SONGS Gn ie IFRS . 
F ” BEE 32 age Go r e _—_— 3 
” * 4 Ps r — 2 ke K 
CE. os... ok 2 


3 

** 

1 
29 * 


7 
\ 
7 


n 
— 
gn +. 


1 


* 


. * 
* " 
” 0 v 
» *? 
+ — 57 - . 
8 * 4 o * . 
* l : { » 
* 
— 
* s : Y 2 7 
— 
« . 9 
- * 
* 
— 


r 
* 


4 
” s WF. o . 
5 * . 9 
, 1 Ws - #7 2 
* „ * 
= me 7 * 
3 (7 : bs - — {> = 
F > 1 — — — 
- _ wb 5 — * % os 
7 * — « 0 * 
** * + * 
1 * ks * * 2 0 _ 2 y * 1 
= 0 * ” ol 
; I : ; | 'K 5 f 
: | : — 
7 
— - . 
: 3 „ : ; 
? . * - * 
- * . 9 s 8 
o — Bo. [4 * * 7 4 g n 2 " 
» 255 : : F * * ＋ 
* 1 Fy 0 1 * 1 
* \ 4 - * M 
f — . 
«of — : 
1 1 595 5 1 Ia ” «YH 
- „ 4 . i P [| - 9 * 
n _ 
— * * *©S ? 8 
N = * - 
8 - , *q- . 
4 i 1 N * > ? 1 2 * 
bt " 5 * * 4 
. 3 . 5 * e „ 1 
5 5 5 LE 
- - 4 "7. ; þ * 7 % 
| E F as * 7 0 2 0 
i « % — . * *. s bath - : 
1 - 
. \ g 4 18 * PRES 
1 N e — o 
Win . 1 5 
* - * — 
. . . 4 s 
* * , — x . 
» * yt . n * . , „ ** 9 
0 \ ** i * e 
* 2 - . * * ” * 3 * 
EY , 8 
o ? v a I 3 
* * ; db) % * „5 Y > 
4 ; -Þ * 
: . « +” - . . : i ” 
* 0 * X F as * 1 
} hb , v 0 2 - 
- 9 ' * 
* < 4 o . 1 
* _ o Py 
, % 
* 4 4 
© . * N * 
- Py E : 
, o * 
- 
[ ö : - : 
* : , 
bY 
' 1 : . 
: 2 
: ; 
i i | 
& 
; 2 F 5 
. * 
„ 
. f 1 
- 4 
i | - | 
” 8 : 
& 4 : 
8 5 * 
2 „ - 
*— + 
* _ 
. > - 4 * 5 
+ 
: . 
o 
* e : 
} x : 
. 4 
« , 3 
8 a 
: 1 , : 
* * 
. 
; 5 * - a 
* 4 % 
1 - - 4 
4 jd 
— — 
* * 
= 
. ) 
. "x — 
* * a 2 1 32 4 
" ' * 2 * x 22 = ” ” 
. ne * . | 
. WIRE + 4 >. 2. dr £440 + car is 8 * * N * T > _— an - 0 
n Ys : wt * — 
1 om T4 1 . wo - & „ Fn a WS 
* oh * * a A. K - / 9 * ' * 
, ' 0 g 2 = ar >, . . 2 * 
” — 41 4 * 4 * » o 
* < | s KN - 7 t at = * 
— F ; = . \ 1 > - om *- At ALS * 
j . 3 — * f 1 
* 18 3 
. 
* 
. 
. 
| | 
5 ” 
= 
2. 


n 


r og 4 "bh 4b logs 5g : 


To Hs GRACE E 


JOHN 


} * 


* 


Duke of RUT'L AND. 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, 


- 


O Accept this Diſcourſe, which was firſt 
Preachd, and 1 now Publiſhd at Tour 
1 \ Command. I have endeavour d to anſwer 
the true End of my Office, and to maintain the 
Dignity of the Place in which I flood, by conſult- 
| A "9". "0 


2 eng 


* 


— 2 


ey 


DEDICATION 


ing the Benefit and Edification of thoſe that heard 
me, and propoſing an Example io the World worthy 

the Imitation of All, who have any Regard. for the 

Ancient Honour of the Engliſh Nobility. 


e ſaid of that Great and Good Man. 


7 


2s fo litile in Reſpect of what I might have ſaid, 


4 
. 
Y 


that thoſe who knew him, will think I have fallen 
ver) ſhort in his Commendation ; and yet I have ſaid 
ſo much, that thoſe who are Strangers to Worth and 
Virtue, like his, will imagine, I haue rather\drawn 

2 4 Fair Pidlure in Miniature, than given a Fuſk © 

1 Repreſentation of the Perſon. i 


But, My Lord, Jam ſecure of the General Con- 1 
| ſent, and ever Bod) will ſubſcribe to the &enuinene ſo 
|  : of the Original, when they ſee the Tranſcript ſo Fair 
—_ - and Legible in Tour Grace's Perſon; and the great- 
1B eſt Compliment I can make Tour Grace, is to ſay, 
You are like Your Father. But this is ſo very 
True, that Tour Grace may challenge it as a Debt, 
and not owe it to any Dedicatory Strain, and T need 
not enlarge on the Virtues x, the Son, when they 


_- HI ; 
are ſo plain in the Char acer of the Father, 
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Tour Grace will permit me to take this Occaſion 

of Expreſſing my Acknowledgments for all the Fa» 

wours I have received from Tour Iluſtrious Fam, © 
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Sos 
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: for whoſe Proſperity and Honour I ſhall W 
pray. N 


| And that Tour Grace * and that ver Excellent 
Lady, Tour |/ir tuous Conſort, may live ow mn Hap- 


pine jo and Honour; that Jou may ſee Tour Children's 
Children to many Generations; that you may, if it 


pleaſe God, exceed the Tears of Tour moſt Noble 


E Father, and live like him, Honoured and Beloved ; 
that God would give Tou the Bleſſings of this Life, 
and the Eternal Felicity of the next, us, My Lord, 


the Conſtant Prayer of, . 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, 


„ 


Your Grace's moſt Humble 


and moſt Obedient SerFant, 
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1 18 8 IV. 13. 


'L But I. would not Sri you to be ignorant, Brethy en, 
concerning them which are aſleep, ; that ye ſor- 
rote) not, even as ol bers which hue 920 hope. 


| Ecauſe st. Paul treats of the Reſurrection in this 


Words was from the Hereſies of thoſe, who de- 


was already paſt; but this being the firſt Epiſtle he ever 
wrote, it is not certain that theſe Hereſies had yet in- 


he wrote his Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians , and his Se- 
cond to Timothy: And therefore without ſtaying upon the 
Occaſion, it is enough, that we conſider them as an Ar- 
gument to the Theſſalonians, of ſtrong Conſolation in the 
Death of their Friends and Brethren, whether they wete 
crown d with Martyrdom for the Teſtimony of Feſus, or 
whether they Peaceably mr this Life in the true Faith 
and Fear of God. 

Their Death he calls a Sleep, a Figure uſual in the 
Scripture-Language, which does not only convey ſo harſh 
2 Word in a ſofter Sound, but does alſo very properly 
_ expreſs the State and Condition of our Bodies in the 
Grave, which are repos'd there for a Time, till they ſhall 


preſſion , the Church has always called the Repoſitories, 
and Burial Places of the Dead, Places of Reſt and Sleep; 


1 \ B 1 


Place, ſome have thought the Occaſion of the 


ny'd the Reſurrection, or of thoſe who ſaid it 


feſted the Church of Chriſt, as we find they had, when 


1 Cor. 15. 
14. 

2 Tim. 2. 
18 


be awaken'd for ever. And in Conformity to this Ex- 


— 


Funeral Sermon. 


n 4 


Dormitories according to the Latin Word, and Kuyrrhec, 
Cameteries in the Greek, where the Bodies of them that 
die, are depoſited as a Sacred Truſt, which the Grave 
muſt yield up, and reſtore again. In the Old Teſtament 
to repreſent Death by Sleep, is purely Figurative with 
Reſpect to the Separation of Soul and Body ; but in the 
New 'tis almoſt Literal, 'tis the moſt proper Way of ex- 
preſſing the Death of Chriſtians, with Regard to the Cer- 
tainty of their Reſurrection, when they ſhall awake and 
- ariſe from the Grave. + | 5 
And ſo we are not only ſaid to ſleep when we die, but 


1 Tor rs, treats this Subject, that as Chriſt did, we {hall alſo riſe 
14,150. again from the dead; For if we believe that Jeſus died, 
| _ 6. and roſe again ; even ſo them alſo, which ſleep in Feſus, will 
8_ 11, 17. God bring with bim, Ver. 14. 
59464 5- Upon his Foundation he builds his Argument of Com- 
2 Tim. 2. fort, and propoſes the Doctrine of the Reſurrettion, as the 
il. beſt Remedy againſt Immoderate Grief upon the Death of 
our Neareſt and Deareſt Friends: He thows. the Advan- 
tages that Chriſtians have above all others in the Proſ- 
pect of a Glorious Immortality; and plainly intimates, 
that we ſhould not grieve, as others do, who have no Aſ- 
ſurance of the Future State oi thoſe that are paſt the 
{ Preſent. . 
>= That T may therefore beſt anſwer the Mournful Solem- 


nity of this Occaſion, and adminiſter. Chriſtian Conſola- 


great a Loſs; give me Leave to enlarge upon this Argu- 
ment of the Apoſtle, to addreſs my ſelf to you in his 
Words, and to apply them with Comfort ro our ſelves, 
while we are performing the laſt Offices to theſe Remains 
of a Great and Good Man, 


tion to thoſe who are undewthe Preſſures of Grief for ſo 
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Bur I would not baue you to be ignorant, Brethren, con- 
cerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. 


"Theſe Words afford us great Variety of Meditation, 
and naturally lead me into ſeveral Arguments of great 
Importance concerning the Doctrine of the Reſurrection; 
but the Limits of this Diſcourſe are too narrow for ſo 


wick a Subject; and therefore waving all thoſe Points, 


which at another time would deſerve a longer Conſidera- 


tion, or only touching them as they fall unavoidably in 


my way, I ſhall confine my ſelf to the Deſign of the A- 
poſtle in this Place; which is from a true State of the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection, to comfort us in the Loſs 
of our Friends and Relations here, by the Aſſurance we 
have that They and We ſhall riſe and meet in Eternal 


Happineſs hereafter. 


To bring this Subject therefore into as ſhort a Com- 
paſs as I can, we may obſerve theſe two Things: 

1. That the Apoſtle ſpeaks not here of the Reſurrecti- 
on in general, but only of the Reſurrection of the Jult ; 
of thoſe that Slzep in Feſus ; as is plain from the follow- 


ing Verſes, in which he ſets forth the Manner of their 
| Riſing, and their Happineſs for Ever. 


2. And therefore we may obſerve, Secondly, That tho 
all Men ſhall riſe again at the laſt Day, yet this Argu- 
ment of Comfort is applicable to thoſe only, who ſhall 


riſe to Life and Immortality; and not to others, who ei- 


ther not believing the Goſpel, or not living as becomes 
the Goſpel, or not dying in True Faith and Repentance, 
have no Hope in their Death. But 7 would not have you 
to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning them which are aſleep , 


hot ye ſorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 


B 2 | In 
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In diſcourſing therefore upon theſe Words I will ſhew, , 


I. That of all Men, Chriſtians only, that of all Chri- 
ans, thoſe only who live as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and die in the True Faith and Fear of God, 

have Hope in their Death, or which is the ſame f 

Thing, We can have Hope cencerning thoſe only, 
who Tee in Feſus. | 

II. That this Hope is an Argument of ſtrong Conſo- : 
lation to alleviate our Grief, and reſtrain our Sor- 1 
row for the Death of thoſe, who depart hence in the _ 

Lord. 155 1 

III. I will conclude with an Application of theſe Words. 
to our Comfort in the Death of this Great and Good = 
Man, whoſe Remains lie now before us. | 


I. J am to ſhow, That of all Men, Chriſtians only, 
that of all Chriſtians, thoſe only who live as be- 
comes the Goſpel of Chrift, and die in the True 
Faith and Fear of God, have Hope in their Death, 

or which is the fame Thing, we can have Hope con- 
cerning thoſe only, who ſleep in Feſus. | 


The Apoſtle indeed ſpeaks not of the Hope any Man 
entertains of his own Condition, but of the Hope we 
have of Others, for tis the Hope we have of our Bre- 
threns Happineſs, that is the proper Argument of Com- 
fort for their Death; But becauſe the Grounds of Hope 
muſt be Common to thoſe who die, with them who re- 
main alive, it is enough for us in the Proſecution of this 
Argument, that we conſider the Foundation of our Hopes, 
and fee who they are that can build upon it. | 
Nou the Hope of Men concerning thoſe that die, muſt 
be founded either upon the Knowledge they have of a 
Tl, Reſur- 
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Reſurrection _ a Future State, or upon the — 


ons they have accord ing to their Knowledge: So that 
if Men have no Knowledge of a Reſurrection and a Fu- 
ture State, or if the Knowledge they have, ſets any 
Boundaries to their Hopes, it is plain, they can either 


have no Hopes at all, or cannot carry them beyond the 


Limits which are aſſigned. There are Three Denomi- 


nations of Men, who may be conſidered with Relation 


to this Subject, and they are the FHeathens, the Fews, and 


tlie Chriſtians, Of theſe I have aſſerted, that Chriſtians 

only have Hope in their Death, and they no further, 
than as they live, or as they die, as becomes the Goſ- 

pel of Chriſt; no further, than they can be ſaid to up 


in Feſus. 


This will be evident if we can prove theſe Three 


f Things. 


| 1. That the Heathen: had not any Knowledge of a Re- 


ſurrection and a Future State clear enough to build any 


Hopes upon. 
2. That the Knowledge the Fews had, tho? very imper- 


fect, was yet ſufficient to give them Comfort 1n their 
| Death, but that Now it ceaſes to be ſo. 


That Chriſtians have a perfect KnoWedge of a Re- 
ſurrection and a Future State, and that this I 


inſtructs them, that not all Chriſtians, but thoſe only, 


can have Hope in their Death, who. live, as becomes 


; the Goſpel, and ſleep in Feſus, when they die. 


1. The Heathen had not any Knowledge of a Reſur- 
rection and a Future State, clear ee to build any 
Hopes upon. 


n_— 


Of the Reſurrection they had no Knowledge, no 


Thought at all, and when the Apoſtles and Firſt Fa- 


thers 


\ 
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Acts 17. 
18. 


Tuſc. 
Queſt. 1. 
Sen. Ep. 
4. 102. 


thers preached this Doctrine among them, they laugh'd 
at it, and derided it, as a Thing Abſolutely Tmpoſlible : 
They were not acquainted with the Word, and knew not 
what it meant when they heard it ; For when St. Paul 
preached to the Learned at Athens, they mocked at his 
Doctrine, and he ſeemed to them to be a Setter forth of 
ſtrange Gods, becauſe he preached unto them Feſus, and the 
Reſurreftion. 1 

However, ſome dark Notions they had of the Immortali- 
to of the Soul, and of Rewards and Puniſhments in ano- 
ther World; but in theſe they expreſſed themſelves ſo 
doubtful, that their Hopes muſt be very lender, when 
they were in ſo great an Uncertainty of the Truth of 
thoſe Things. they wiſhed for. Socrates, the Beſt and: 
Wiſeſt Heathen, that ftands recorded on the Monuments 
of Time, ſpeaks like a Man diffident and unreſolved at 
his Death. He can't aſſert the. Happineſs of good Men 
in a Future Sate, nor pronounce. any Thing with Cer- 
tainty of his own Exiſtence. All the Wiſdom of Plato's 
School could determine nothing in this Point: Their 
Notions ran upon groundleſs Suppoſitions, they could 


ſpeak with no Aſſurance of the Happineſs of another 


World, and when they ventur'd to ſuppoſe it, their No- 


tions were Wavering and Unſtable, Low and Mean, and for 


rhe molt part roſe no Higher, than Senſual Enjoyments : 
And from them many of the Fews, the Phariſees eſpecial- 


ly, had formed their Heaven; and from the Jews Maho- 


met furniſh'd out his Paradiſe. Among the Romans, Tul- 


ty diſcourſes admirably of the Happineſs and Immortality 


of the Soul, but always in a Cloud : He underſtood the 


Di gnity and Deſirableneſs of the Argument, but with 


all his Penetration he could not ſee thro' the Doubts, 
that Hover d round him. Neither He nor Seneca, who 
might have known the Chrimian Doctrine, could affirm 
any thing with certainty in theſe Points. The Poets by Li- 

berty 
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-_ 


berty of Imagination, have delivered the Heathen No- 
tions with the greateſt Air of Aſſurance ; but what they 
ſay, is Poetry „ and the Hopes they give, no more than 
Fiction. Dy 
And therefore if any among us ſhall think, that/the 
Heathen had any Ground of Hope, as in Contradiction 
to the Goſpel, ſome are pleaſed to think, J muſt deſire 
them to be ſo juſt, as to compare their Hopes with the 
Chriſtians, and then to forſake the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and rely upon the Heathen, if they pleaſe. For ſince the 
Time of the Antient Heathen, ſince Chriſtianity has been 
' publiſhed to the World, there is not that Nation or that 
People known, who being ignorant of our Hope, have 
any hope of Future Happineſs when they die. 

Some among our ſelves indeed, ſome acquainted with 
the Principles of Chriſtian Religion, have by flying off 
to a State of Nature, and arguing from the Attributes i 
of God, as abſtracted from Revelation, formed a Noti- 
on, that they may be happy in another Life, tho they 
never embraced the Goſpel in this. But ſince there was 
no diſtin Knowledge of a Reſurrection and a Future 
State before the Goſpel, and ſince all the Knowledge that 
can be form'd of them is from the Goſpel, and thoſe 
Scriptures, Which have an immediate Reterence to the 
Goſpel, they muſt not pretend to carry their Knowledge 
further than that which is the Ground of it will ſuf— 
fer them to go: And therefore if from the Goſpel it is 
plain, that the Hopes of Happineſs are confin'd to any 
Conditions and Limitations, no Argument from the At- 
tributes of God will give Room for any Latitude in the 
Caſe, and thoſe argue as widely and uncertainly, who ſup- 
poſe any Future Happineſs without the Goſpel,as they did, 
who talked with the greateſt uncertainty on this Sub- 
jet. For let them confeſs the Truth, let them lay aſide 

the Scriptures, and then try, if they can argue more con- 
5 = = cluſively 
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eluſively on this Point, than the fineſt.Wits.of Antiquity 
had done. From the Scriptures indeed they learn a more 
perfect Knowledge of God, and may, it they pleaſe, 
learn the clear Doctrines of a Reſurrection and Future 
State, but theſe at the ſame time will teach them, that 
they mult not al/tratt General Notions of God's Attributes 


from his particular Revelations; and tho God has declared, 


He will pani/hþ the Wicked, and accept the Righteous, tho 
it be moſt agreeable to our Natural Conceptions of his 
Juſtice, that he. ſhould, do ſo, they ought. to conſider up- 
on what Terms he has declared, that he will puniſh the 
One, and Reward the Other ; and then it will be evident, 
that if the Knowledge they have above the. Heathen be 
owing to the Scripture, it cannot be carried in contradi- 
ction to the Scripture; and therefore if they argue be- 
ſide the Scripture, they argue with as great uncertainty 


as the Beſt and Wiſeſt Heathens, and are, even as others 


which have no Hope. 


2. The Knowledge the Fews had, tho' very imperfect, 
was yet ſufficient to give them Comfort in their Death. 
But now it ceaſes to be ſo. . | 

The General Doctrine of Happineſs or Miſery in a 
Future State, was not reveal'd in ſuch expreſs Terms un- 
der the Old Teſtament, as under the New, and the Do- 
ctrine of the Reſurrection, which is the Foundation of 
the other, is more obſcure. The Patriarchs before the 
Law were aſſur'd of Happineſs after Death; and the ce- 
lebrated Place of Fob uſed in the Preliminary Sentences 
of our Burial Service is a plain Evidence that they had 
Aſſurance ot the Reſurrection thro” their Redeemer. And 
the Tranſlations of Enoch and Elias, were a Manifeſta- 
tion to thoſe before the Flood, and before the Law, and 


to thoſe under the Law, that our Bodies are capable of 


being glorify'd as well as our Souls. 
Under 
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Under the Law God was not wanting to give the Fews 


| ſuch a Revelation of his Will, which tho? Dark in Com- 
pariſon of the Goſpel, was yet Bright enough to lead them 


into the general Knowledge of a Reſurrection and Future 
State : The Fews indeed, as they were a People of Groſs 
and Carnal Perceptions, did not apprehend ſo clearly as 
they might, the Certainty of Future Rewards and Puniſh- x 
ments; For the Sanctions of their Law, pointing only to 
Temporal Bleſſings and Curſes, they hardly look'd ay fur- 
ther; and when they did, they imagined the Happineſs 
of another Life reſembled the Happineſs of this, in out- 


ward Satisfactions and Enjoyments. 


The Prophets, and many Godly Men among them had aas 24. 
juſt Notions of theſe Things, and a fuller View of a . 
Reſurrection and Future State in an Equal Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, as is clear from the Pſalms, ſe- ** nw, 
veral Paſſages of the Prophets, and eſpecially the Book 52.13.55, 
of Daniel; But the Groſs of the People could not con- 335% 
ceive theſe Spiritual Truths; and the Doctrines concern- — — | 
ing them, tho' clearly deducible by an Attentive Conſide- Din. i., 
ration, were not ſo open to vulgar Apprehenfions, and ſo *' 
far their Knowledge was Imperfect. 

But how Tmperfe# ſoever this Light was, it was ſtill 
ſufficient for their Comfort and Direction: They were preſ- 
ſed to Obedience indeed by Temporal Motives, but the O- 
bedience they were to pay would make them capable of 
Spiritual Rewards thro' the Mercy of God in Chriſt : They 
had Encouragement enough to hope them; and tho' the 
particular Order, and manner of their Happineſs were not 


. revealed, yet the General Expectation of Eternal Life was 


open to them in the Proſpect of their Mefiah ; and the Faithful 
among them comforted themſelves in that Hope with the 


Aſſurance of everlaſting Happineſs. I need not ſay, that 


this Knowledge. increaſed as the Times of the Meſſah drew 
on; Tis to our Purpoſe, that this Knowledge was at all 
N Times 


2” 


4 
4 
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Times /ufictent. This is a ſhort Abſtract of this Matter, 
Without repeating the Scripture Proof, which I have on- 
to, ito lave your I imm. 

There remains another Branch of this Propoſition, and _ 
that is, That this Knowledge, however ſufficient before ſu 
our Saviour's coming, Now ceaſes to be ſo. =* 
For in the 01d Teſtament there is not a clearer Ręvela. 
tion of the Reſurrection, and of Future Rewards and P- pe 
niſbments, than there is, that Theſe are eſtabliſhed in the 
See the Meſſiah; and thoſe Places which are moſt expreſs in theſe . 
Oy oy Doctrines, are more expreſs concerning the Meſſiah, and 54 
foregoing the Jews, who truly hoped. for Future Happineſs, believ- I. 
Page. © &d it under the Power and Virtue of Chriſt their Saviour ; w 
and therefore the Preſent Jews have no Hope, neither ne 
| Lot, nor Portion in this Doctrine, becauſe they reject _ 5. 
= cap thoſe Scriptures, which refer to our Saviour, and had ra- ; 
her Joſe the Evidence of a Reſurrection, than admit ow  ;; 
Se Ads Jeſus to be the Chriſt; for howſoever they depart from z 
46-6,7. the Hope and Profeſſion of their Forefathers, they them 4, 
ſelves cannot upon their own Principles have any Hope  þz 
concerning their Brethren, when they die, but as they 
believe and expect their Meſſiab, their Saviour and Redeem- tl 
er; without the Virtue of this Promiſe the moſt Pregnant : \g 
Paſſages relating to a Reſurrection and Future State hive 1, 
no Force or Power; and therefore the Queſtion is, whether 
the Meſſiah be come or no? I am not to enter into the 
Affirmative Proof, but we may ſafely conclude, that 
if the Meſiah be already come, and the Fews will nor 
receive him, that then the Hope of their Fathers forſakes 
them; and tho' the Knowledge of the Fews before tje 
coming of the Meſſiah was ſufficient for their Comfort in « 
Death, yet now it ceaſes to be ſo. 2 . Vn 
Having thus very briefly run over an Argument, that re. 
quires a much larger Conſideration, and ſhew'd, that 
neither Jews nor Heathen, nor Any, that argue without 
| or 
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or ee the Geſpel, can have any fore Grounds of Hope 


and Comfort. in thefr Death, I come. ROY: to the 44% Rare =, : 


F" a 


the Aſſurance of Eternal Happineſs. The various Paſſa- ,. 


of. a Argument, which | 155 Md IRE 


That Chriſtians have a perſect Knowledge of a be. 
ſurrection and a Future State; ;.and that this $nowſed ein- 
ſtructs them, that not all Chriſtians, but thoſe al de 
have Hope in their Death; who live as becomes the Gol. 
pel, and ſleep in Teſus, when they die. 

The Knowledge of the Reſurrection and a Future State 
was never Doctrinally laid down, till our Saviour, who 
hath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and Immortality to ? * I. 
Light thro the Goſpel, wee publiſh 'd it to the, World: It. John 
was intimated before, and caſt in Hues and Shadows, but 25 25 
never aſſerted i in Terms; never open d and prov d till our t See Mar. 
Saviour s Coming: He cleared up all the Clouds that Mart 4 
hung about it; and gave ſuch Light. to the darker Intima: Luke 24. 
tions. = the 01d Teſtament, that they now 765 forth in 2 
Perfeit Day. * He hath declar d 1 ſelf the Reſurrection 35. 31 
and the Life, + by his own Riſing again he hath. confirm'd © = 
his Doctrine: He hath clearly reveal'd the Future Judg- John 5. 77 

ment, and laid the moſt ſolid Foundation for our Hope in 28, 2. 


* Rom. 3. 


ges of the Scriptures for the Proof are too many, and 7og "x" 7. 


long to be produc d; * where we are taught, that being :. ee 


liable to the Divine Ji lice for our Sins, God hath ſent his 2c 2 Cor. 4. 
Son to redeem us; that thro. his Blood and Satisfaction we are 199204 21, 


ol. 5 14 


reconcil 'd, and. render 'd. : > capable of Et ernal Happineſs, 5 by Hb 
eb. 9. 12. 


that there Hall es 4 Reſurreflion of the Fuſt and Unjuſt 


* chat we muſt all appear' befare the Judgment Seat of 00% 19 * wy 


bas every one may receive Rewards and Puniſhments 4 ac- 17. 17. 


cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad, 2. 14.2, 


1 John 


And the Apoſtles, as they conſtantly preach the Reſurre- 2. 25 


ction, have alſo confirm d the Doctrine againſt the van Acts 


Diſputer's of this World, and — in the moſt. convin- PR 
E 2 | einge 90. 
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3. 15. 4. 


1.30. 
17, 18. * 
3 Cor. 15. 


Tit, 2.12. 


cing Manner from the Reſurrection of Chriſt, to our | Reſur- 
reftion aud Happineſs at the laſt Day. Thus Chriſtians 


have Hope in their Death, and are aſſur d by the Exprefs 
Promiſe and Revelation of God himſelf, of Eternal Hap- 

ineſs and Salvation, while the Zope of the Fews muſt 
El, hs log s they reject the Goſpel, and the Hopes of 
the Heathen are none at all. e 

But as Chriſtians have a Perſect Knowledge of the Re- 
ſurrection and a Future State, ſo this Knowledge inſtructs 
them, that oz all Chriſtians, but thoſe only can have Hope 


in their Death, who live as becomes the Goſpel, and ſeep 
in Feſus when they die. * * 


The Goſpel is not an Inſtitution of Speculative Opini- 
ons only, nor is Salvation promis d us merely for believing 
fuch a Sett of Notions, as Prophane Men moſt unreaſo- 
nably inſinuate in their Scoffs at Creeds and My/terzes ; but 
the Goſpel is an Inſtitution of Holineſs alſo, and from our 
very Faith we are taught 70 deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly 


Laſts, and to live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this pre- 


ſent World, Every Article of our Faith is an Enforre- 
ment of our Practice; and we are not fo ſtrongly mov'd 


to Purity of Manners and Conformity to the Will of 


See Heb. 
12. 14. 
Jam. 2. 17. 


God, becauſe we are his Creatures, as becauſe we are Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe we are redeem'd by the Blood of his dear Son, 
and call'd by him to Happineſs and Salvation. Without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God, and the Faith of Chriſtians 
without Works is dead. Under the Goſpel we are taughr, 
that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Be not deceived, ſays St. Paul, Neither Fornicators, nor J. 
dolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 


wilers, nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. 


The fame Leſſon he teaches every where in his Epiſtles; 
and if Men would confefs the Truth, tis not the Myſteri- 
euſneſs of our Faith, but the Parity, the Strifineſs, and Se- 
| LG 5 verity 
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— of out Morals „ which makes them diſguſted at the 


Goſpel, and ſeek for Hope, where it is not to be found. 
But this is our Doctrine according to the Truth': We re- 


quire Men to believe, but we require alſo that their Con- 


verſation be as. becomes the Goſpel, In Sin we teach that 
there's no Pardon without ſincere Repentance; and aſter 
a Lite of Wickedneſs, that not Sorrow alone, not verbal 


Repentance only, not the faint Efforts of a Death-bed, 
but a Change of Life, a Renewing of the Mind, a Diſpoſi- 
tion and Frame of Spirit at perfect Enmity with Sin, and 
in Love with God and our Duty, will prevail for Forgive- 
neſs, and thro* Chriſt be effectual to Salvation. Me muſt 


be planted together with Chriſt in the Likeneſs of his Death, 


or we cannot be planted with him in the Likeneſs of his Re- 


ſurrection: We muſt believe his Revelation as the Fourida- 
tion of our Hope; we mult obey his Laws, that our Hope 


may be fulfill d: And therefore as we have no Hope with- 


out our Saviour while we live, we can have no Hope, un- 


leſs we ſleep in Feſus, when we die. 


Having thus ſhew'd in the Firſt Place, That of all Men 


Chriſtians only, that of all Chriſtians, thoſe only who 


Rom 6. «5 | 


live as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, and dye in tie 


True Faith and Fear of God, have Hope in their Death, 
or, which is the ſame Thing, we can have Hope con- 
cerning thoſe only who ſleep in Feſus , I come now in the 


Second Place to ſhew, 


II. That this Hope is an Argument of ſtrong Conſo- 
lation to alleviate our Grief, and reſtrain our Sor- 
rows for the Death of thoſe that depart hence in 
the Lord. 8 YS01 


And in this I ſhall be very Brief: For when we have 


of a Formal Argument for the Proof, | 
| | We 


fix'd the Hope, the Comfort follows, and there's no Need 


Fu 
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Me are taught not to be ſorry as Men without Hope; 


— * 


Not that it is the Deſign of the Apoſtle to extinguiſh the 


Paſſion, - but ofily'to reſtrain the Exceſs: Our Grief riſes 


from Tenderneſs and from Love; and tis hard to repreſs 
the Firſt Iſſues of our Sorrow. Thoſe who were Pleaſant 
and Lovely: in their Lives, command our Tears when they 


dye: We:grieve for our own Loſs, but we are comforted 


in their Happineſs.” And becaule our Aﬀections ſome- 
times overflow their Bounds in Lamentation, becauſe Love 
is ftronger.than Death, and carries its Deſires beyond the 
Grave, the Apoſtle hows us, that our Holy' Religion ap- 


a plies a Remedy to Our Sorrows, and gives us Cauſe of 


Rejoicing even in the Occaſion of our Grief. ' 
For to apply this Hope ro our Comfort, we may briefly 
conſider theſe Three Things. 3K by 


1. That we are not left to the wretched Argument of 


Inexorable Fate,' nor the more wretched Fo e of an Athe-. 
iſtical Annihilation, the vain Refuge of thoſe Miſerable * 
Souls, who live in Fear of Hell, and in Deſpair of Hea- 


ven; nor are we forc'd to comfort our ſelves, as the Hea- 


then did, that thoſe who are gone are paſt Recalling: 


But we are aſſur'd, that thoſe Who are dead for A Time, 
{hall be Alive for Ever; that they who leave us here, ſhall 


meet us again hereafter, and never ſhall be ſeparated 


more. | 1 eb | 
2. We may draw Comfort from this Hope of Chriſti- 


ans, if we conſider that this Hope frees us from all Doubts 


and Uncertainty coneerning thoſe which fleep in Feſus. 
Thofe who had no Hope could receive no Comfort: If 
they had a Mind to believe what their Wiſhes flatter'd 
them might be true, they could not bring themſelves to 


an Aſſurance: A Hope, a Wiſh rather, we may ſay, they 
lad, for it was a Hope without Foundation, which pleas'd 


them a little at the firſt Appearunce, But Wore away with 
1 | 5 | | Re- 
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Reſſecklon, ind failed them when they Rnd. opon it, 


unſpotted Converſation, 


E. 7 eral Sermm. 


But our Hope is certain: An Anchor ſure and ſte faſt for 

our Souls to reſt on: It is caſt upon God, and cannot 

move: It is built upon a Foundation, which cannot fail, 
To the Aſſurance and Certainty we may add, 


7 birdly , for our Comfort, the Matter and Object of our 
Hope, which is a Glorious Reſurrection, and ae 


Happineſs: And then, —Shall we condole where we ſhou 
rejoice? Shall we grieve that our Friends are delivered 
out of the Miſeries and Bondage of this ſinful. World, in- 


to the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God? Shall we _ 8, 


mourn for the Proſperity of thoſe we love, and be 4 1 
with Sorrow, when we remember they are Bleſt ? 


Grief oppreſs us, we ought to turn our Eyes to this By 


rious Proſpect, and in the Happineſs of our Friends to 
meditate upon our own, and comfort our ſelves with the 
certain Expectation of our Bleſſed Change, when we ſhall 
depart in Chriſt ; when we ſhall riſe again, and be for ever 


with the Lord Wherefore, as the Welle e 
n one another with the) e Words. | . 


And this brings me in thi laſl Place, 


III. To apply theſe Words to our Comfort in the Death 
of this Great and Good Man, whoſe Remains lie now 


before us. 


For if Innoceney of Life, 1 Probity of Manners, if an 


2 1. a conltant Courſe of virtuous 
Actions, if Piety toward God, and Love to Men, can 


give us any Hope that he is Bleſſed, we may comfort our 
felves in this ſtrong Aſſurance, that he Nleeps in Jeſus; that 
his Soul is received into the Paradiſe of the Bleſs d, and 
there waits in a Joytul ExpeQation of its Perfect Conſum- 
mation and Bliſs, of its Reunion to his Body, which tho 
| no- 
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now mouldring into Duſt, ſhall be glorify'd in the Reſur- 
rection. 1 . | 

And now while we pay this juſt Debt to his Memory, 
while we gather Comfort from his Life,we may be inſtru- 
Qed by his Example, of Excellent Uſe in this degenerate 
Age, to enforce the Practice of neglected Virtue, and 


reſtore Nobiliry to its Ancient Luſtre, T ſpeak in an Au- 


dience that knew him well: J may fall ſhort of his due 
Praiſes, but I have this Confidence, J am lure, in the 
Judgment of you all, that I can't exceed in his Commen- 


dation. Virtues, like his, ſhould not be concealed , and 


tho? he made no Oſtentation of them, while he lived, 


yet they ought to ſpeat, when he ij dead, and not be bu- 
ried in his Grave. 


He was of High Deſcent, of Ancient Nobility in a long 


Courſe of great Alliances with the beſt Families in the 
Kingdom , and from the firſt Earl of Rutland, related to 


the Royal Blood in the Perſon of a Daughter of the Houſe 
of Tork, Siſter to King Edward the Fourth. N 
And as far as the Memory of his Anceſtors is yet pre- 
ſerved, he was not only deſcended from Great, but Good 
Progenitors : A rare Felicity remarkable in his Line, which 
from Father to Son has yielded a Succeſſion of Virtuous 


Men, and entailed a Bleſſing on the Family, which is till 


tranſmitted to Poſterity ; for the Virtues of the Father 


are ſtill living in the Son, and will ſurvive in the Chil- 
dren of his Son. Of ſo great Force is the Example of 
Virtue in the Parents, through the Grace of God, to form 


the Manners, and fix the Virtue of their Children. 


He was himſelf a Perſon of Eminent and Unblemiſh'd 
Virtue, of a Kind and Noble Nature, Benevolent to all, 


and Magnificent, as became him, but without Vanity and 
Oſtentation. 


7 


He felt the Infirmities of Age, but without the Mo- 


roſeneſs that attends them; His good Nature preſerv'd 
: | him 
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him from it. He was eaſy himſelf, and lov'd to have c. 
thers ſo; and his greateſt Pleaſure was to ſee all pleas'd 
about him. | EE 

He was a Wiſe and Underſtanding Man; He did no- 
thing in Haſte or Hurry; He conſiderd well before he 
reſolv'd, and fo juſtly, that he ſeldom chang'd his Reſo- 


lution; He was Conſtant and Steady in his Temper, 
which made him a Valuable and Faithful Friend; He had 


a Great Senſe of the Religion of his Word and Honour, 
which made him not forward to Promiſe, but certain to 


Perform. We 
In his Publick Station he appeared but ſeldom, and li- 


ved for many Years in a Noble Retirement ; His Love of 


Quietneſs firſt drew him from the Crowd and Buſtle of 

the World ; Afterwards his Years fitted him for Eaſe and 

Reſt, and made that > rin at Laſt, which was his 

Private Lite was a Bleſſing to the 

Publick, and his Caſtle like ſome happy Star, diffuſed 
its kind Influences on all the Country round him. 

| To our Gracious xeen he was a moſt Loyal Subject, 


He honour d Her while he /ived, and pray'd for Her with 
his dying Breath: He was a True Lover of his Country, 


of our Church and Conſtitution, and as far as ever I had 
the Honour to hear him expreſs himſelf on thoſe Points, 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and Liberty of the Sub- 
jet were dear to him: He eſteem'd the Crown the Ho- 
nour and Safeguard of the Nobility, and the Liberties of 
his Country the Glory of our Land : And therefore he 
Join'd heartily in the Revolution, he honour'd the /ate Hing 
as our Deliverer, and thought it the happieſt Circum- 
ſtance of that great Event, that in the Perſons of the late 
Queen and Him the Monarchy was preſerved, while our 


Liberties were ſecur'd, and that the Bleſſings of this 


Reign, that the Queen ſits Peaceably on the Throne of 
Her Anceſtors, are owing to the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Former, 1 D He 
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He lived and died in Communion with the Charch of 
Eugland; and as he was a Noble Patron to the Clergy, in. 


— 


\ - 
the Free and Honourable Donation of his Preferments, ſo 


he always treated them with aRegard,that look'd more like 
a Condeſcenſion in himthan a Debt to them, eſpecially if 
we conſider the Ulage and Humour of the Preſent Age. 

To all Men he was Courteous and Affable, and as he 
was never wanting in the greateſt Civilities to the Gentry 


Yound him, they ever pay'd him the greateſt Honour and. 


Reſpect. He had the true. Sdcret to preſerve a Due Re- 
gard to himſelf, while by the Gravity, the Kindneſs, and. 


Eaſineſs of his Deportment, he was belov'd and reverenc'd 


by all that approachd him. 

To his Children and his Children's Children, he was a: 
Kind and Indulgent Father: He ſtucy'd not only their 
Happineſs and Welfare, but their Eaſe and Contentment. 
And his Son, who now ſucceeds him, may truly ſay, He 


has loſt a Father: A Father who delighted in nothing 


more, than his Satisfaction; And if Parents would learn 
from-this Example to treat their Children with more Af- 


fection, no Heirs could be tempted to /ook with impious 


Eyes into their Father's Tears. | 

To his Servants he was a Juſt and Righteous, a Good. 
and Noble Lord : He underſtood Fidelity and Diligence, 
and would reward them : He lov'd his Servants, and lov'd 
them the more, the Older they grew in his Service: He 
was never Loud and Boiſterous: His Language was never 
Undecent : He underſtood himſelf too well to. demean 
himſelf ſo before them: He was Patient of their Neg- 


les, and eaſily- pleas'd with their Performance; And I 


may add, that thoſe who were long with him, and in 
nearer Attendance on him, he treated with 1 
of a Friend, not with the Inperiouſneſs of a Maſter. 

His Juſtice to all Men, with whom he was concern'd, 
can't be too much imitated, and Commended : The Hire 
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of the Labourers was never in his Hand, and the Courſe 
of his Payments was Juſt, and Punctual in Weight and Time: 

He had a Large and Noble Revenue, and he manag'd 
it as Nobly. Hoſpitality and Charity call'd for large 


Supplies, and they were never wanting ; Both were Con- 
' ſtant and Uninterrupted, His Table was always furniſh'd: 


like the Table of a True Exgliſp Nobleman, and carry'd 
more Reſemblance of Ancient Hoſpitality, than Modern 
Decorations : For he loved the Old Engliſh Ways and Cuſtoms, 
and all was Hearty and Subſtantial at his Board. 

And as Plenty lived within, his Charity flowed in large: 
Streams without, and refreſhd not only the Poor at his 
Gates, but the Poor about him to a wide Circumference. 
The Springs that fed theſe Streams were conſtant, and ne- 
ver fail'd. They always ran in a full Current, never grew 
ſhallow in any Part, but oftentimes overflowed in many. 
He enlarg'd this Haſpital firſt founded by his Anceſtors, 
and endow'd it for the Maintenance of more Poor Brethren. 


And having been ſo Conſpicuous in his Charity while he. 


lived, and leaving ſuch a Son behind him, there was the 
leſs Occaſion for Charities when he died, though theſe are- 
not wanting to make the End of his Life agreeable to the. 


whole Courſe of it before. 


And tho' his Expences in the Support of his State and 
Dignity, but more eſpecially in his Charity and Hoſpita- 


lity were very great, yer God ſo bleſt him, that his 


Means increas'd, as his Family was enlarg'd, and many 
{air Additions were made to the Original Eſtate, which 
was much burthen'd, when he firſt enter'd on it: But 
then we may conſider, that as God bleſt him, he was al- 
ſo Careful and Frugal, No4ly and Splendidly Frugal indeed 
in his Management. He had no Vices, and no Follies to 
maintain; And his Example may teach our Nobility, as 
many as want to learn this Leſſon, How very Nobly they 


may live, how much in being Juſt and Charitable they may 


excel,. 
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Debaſing their Flonour, and Raining their Eſtates, 
| God was Merciful to him, and bleſt him in all his 
Ways: He was the only Son of his Family for a long 
Time j but hie lived to fee from his laſt Happy Marriage 
a Numerous and Hopeful Offspring: His Children that 
ſurvive; he marry'd into Great and Noble F amilies, His 
Son to a moſt Excellent Lady, whom he highly reſpected, 
His Daughters to two Noble Lords of great Honour and 
Virtue. One i not. The Other, and Bi Virtuous Conſort, 

live perſect Patterns of True Piety, and Conjugal Affection. 
And from theſe Marriages he ſaw a moſt promiſing Iſſue, 
and at his Death, as in his Life, he prais d and glorify'd 
God for theſe, end all other his Mercies to him. 

His laſt Sickneſs he took Patiently, and reſign d him- 
ſelf to God: He bleſſed his Children, and departed this 
Life in Peace: He died Full of Tears, and Honour, and of 

good Works, and b his Works follow him, and He 
ſteps in Jeſus. | 

For a Concluſion therefore, let us imitate in our proper 
Spheres the Example of his Virtue, and comfort our ſelves 

is Death with the ſure and certain Hope of his Hap- 
pineſs: If we loved him Living, let us ſo behave our 
ſelves, that we may be bleſt with him when we Die. 
And God Almighty grant, that at the End of our Lives 
% may attain the End of our Hopes, even the Salvation of 
our Souls thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, To whom with the Fu- 


ther and the 85 Spirit, be all Glory for Ever, and Ever. 
— | 
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